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A TAX of one billion dollars per year
Zjk will be levied opon the people of the

United States if the increased wjage de-

mands adopted recently by the United Mine

Workers of America are met by the bitumi-nou- s

operators, in their clTort to avert the
threatened nation-wid- e soft coal strike? sched-

uled for November 1. Th.it there is no way

H i by which the long suffering public can escape

t this additional assessment, unless the miners

can be induced to keep their wartime agreement
with the government, is the consensus of opinion
among those who have been attending the in-

quiry which the of the Senate
fl ha9 been holding in connection with the bitumi

nous coal situation.
Testimony introduced at this inquiry showed"

Hill definitely that during the first six months of
B

this year the operators in the Pittsburgh Dis-tri- ct

have been earning average profits at the
rate of onlv three per cnt per venr upon their

H invested capital. These operators, whose finnn-- j

cial condition is representative of the entire
bituminous industry, told Senator Frelinfjhuy-sen'-s

Committee very franklv that there were

only two alternatives left to them if the miners

insisted upon a wae increase that would double

the cost of bituminous coal production. One
was to close their mines the other, to let the
consumer pav the additional cost. Neither al-

ternative, thev agreed, would be satisfactory to
any one.

All told there are GOO.000 miners engaged
in bituminous production. Of this number
400,000 work in unionized districts.

To meet the demands of these 400 000 or- -

ganized men, the 110.000.000 people who make
i

up the population of this country will be asked
to raise the billion year increase that was
(determined upon by the miners nt the Fourth
Biennial Convention of the United Mine "Work-

ers of America, held recently in Cleveland.

The miners, who are demanding an $8 00
a day wage for six hours, GO per cent increase
on all tonnage, yardage and dead work prices,
os well as time and a half for overtime, have
flatly asserted that they will tie up the bitu- -

o

minous coal industry of the entire. country on
November 1, if their demands are not met by
the operators at that time. Those in Wash-

ington who have analyzed the coal situation,
6ay that in taking this stand the miners nre
breaking faith with the government. For the
agreement which both the operators and miners
made with the Fuel Administration during the
first year of the war, provi led that the pres-
ent contract of the miners be extended "dur-
ing the continuation of the war and not to ex
ceed two years from April I, 1918.

The operators have interpreted the clause
"during the continuation of the war" to mean
until the Peace Treaty with Germany is offi

cially accepted and signed and have main-
tained their wage scale according to the agree-
ment made with the Fuel Administration.
They assert also that if the miners really be-

lieve that war conditions terminated with the
signing of the armistice, the demand for in-

creased wages would have been made shortly
thereafter. The question of increasing the
wages provided for in this agreement was con-

sidered and turned down last year by the Fuel
Administration.

Two of the miners' demands which should
be thoroughly understood by the public be-

cause of their effect on the entire problem of
coal production, make possible the threat of
a coal famine, mt least every two years.

One of these demands reads as follows:
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"That all contracts in the bituminous fh Id

aha U be declared as having automatically ex-

pired Naycmber 1, 1919, and at t ! in t no

sectional settlement shall be allowed and new

contracts must run concurrently for a period
of two years in all bituminous districts under
our jurisdiction."

Up to the present time all contracts between
the operators and miners have been so arranged
as to expire in different districts at different
dates in the spring and summer months rather
than" in November, 60 that in event of there be-

ing a disagreement and a strike, the mines
would not all be shut down at one time nor
would strikes occur when mine operation was
absolutely essential to public welfare. The

- -

miners have taken the stand apparently, how-

ever, that a strike at the beginning of winter
would be more effective than in April, because
it would produce immediate discomfort and suf-

fering upon the part of the public.
The other demand of the miners that is gen-

erally conceded to accentuate rather than de-

crease the danger of a coal famine this win-

ter, concerns the six-ho- work day and the
five-da- y work week. It reads:

"We recommend that this convention demand

i
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that all wage agreements that are negotiated
to replace existing agreements shall be basid
on a six-ho- work day, from hank to bank, five

days per week."

According to the operators the "bank to

bank" clause means that the average ininoi
will work only about five hours per day, as in
most mines it takes him on an average of half
an hour from the time he enters the mine mouth
until he actually starts to work, and a similar
period from the time he stops work until he
leaves the mine.

The miners take the stand that the "six-ho- ur

day" and "five-da- y week," are necessary
in order to assure regular work to all the men
in the various mining districts. With the eight- -

hour day they allege that at some of the mines

n portion of the mining population is fre-

quently left unemployed for days at a stretch.
Thc'operators challenge this attitude of the

miners and predict that if granted it will be

followed up next year with a demand for stdl
shorter hours. They asstjrt further, that with

coal production in this country this year al-

ready a hundred million tons behind that of

last year, a coal famine will be inevitable this
winter, if the six-ho- dav and fivc-da-v week

demands are granted. That increased produc-
tion this year is an absolute necessity is con-

ceded by all who hare followed the Senate
Sub-Comm- tee's inquiry into the soft coal sit-

uation. Tt has been testified to nt this hearing
that not only the United States faces a coal
famine, due to car shortage, and labor trouble,
hut that the entire world is short of fuel.

This latter fact was testified to hv a repre-

sentative of the United States Shipping Board,
who stated that we would not only have to

supply our o"m needs this vear. but end up-

wards of thirty million tons of coal abroad
to help meet the menacing shortages which now

exist in France, Italy and other European
countries.

One needs little imagination to picture what
will happen in the United States this winter,
if the United Mine Workers of America make

good their threat to call a strike of the bitu-

minous miners on November 1. For coal is one

of the necessities of everyday life. Without it,
homes, apartment houses, hotels and other
dwelling places cannot be heated; factories and
mills cannot be operated, nor public utilities
be made to function.

Owing to the lack of storage facilities there
is scarcely a city or town in the United States
which would not suffer from the cold, ii n

nation-wid- e strike in the bituminous field- - was
called this winter and extended over a pel
of weeks. It is true that some communities
convenient to the districts which are not union-

ized and where mining operations milit not
cease, would suffer little incon eniencc. But
as a nation-wid- e strike would produce a cur-

tailment of between twentv-fiv- e millions and

thirty million tons a month, out of a normal

monthly production of from forty million tc

forty-tw- o million tons, it can be seen how far
reaching the effects would be.

New Enfflandrwovld be c:pcc:-!!- y tardHVas J
neither its ir ' trial nor domestic consumers

have more than two-third- s of the coal they

need. It is estimated that a nation-wid- e strike

would result in the shutting down of most of J

the mills and factories iu the New England

States within a couple of weeks. This condi- - i

tion would hold true in virtually all thickly j

populated districts and the larger cities. Pub- -

lie utilities in all parts of the country have 1

made an effort to prepare for a possible coal j

famine this year, but as their coal consumption

is great, and their storage facilities compara-tivel- v

small, even they would be forced to. close 1

down,' it is believed, if coal production were

to cease for more than a few weeks. This would

mean that traction companies and lighting

companies in ud parts of the country, would

be fmt practically out of business, with result- - f
ant discomfort to the public at large. i

At the headquarters of the National Coal

Association in Washington, it ms stated re I

centlv that every eftort was Lang maae iw

crease production. It was frankly admitted

there, however, that if the miners insisted upon

their inceascd wage demands being granted,

the increased cost of production would have to

be borne by the consumer as the present cost

of coal at the mine mouths could not be mai-

ntained. . ,

"The increased cost of producing coal which

the miners' demands would entail will aggregate

about a billion dollars a year," said Mr. Jh D.

A. Morrow, Vice-Preside- nt of the organiza-

tion. "Reports from the Pittsburgh District,
whole,

which is typical of the industry as a

show that the average cost of production per

ton in 1918, was $2 Ofi. The average price i
that was realized per ton during the some vear,

an 1
and that includes shipments on contracts

everything, was $12.48, showing an average

gross margin in tents per ton of 12 cents, ou l

of which bond interest and excess profits taxes

had to come. If the whole 42 cents per ton

had been clear, it would have yielded an avera

return on the capital invested of onlv S.5 per k

will be no
cent for that vear. This year there

such profit. The reports show that for the si

mon ths ending June SO, 1010, thc aT'JrT
production cost was $2.0.3 per ton and jv
average price realized per ton oniv , -

a word, there was an average pro6t m :

per ton, of 19 cents, and an average rcturD
r

the capital invested of just 2 9 F ccnt
f K

with ail the ris &

n very hazardous business,
mine fires, explosions, rock falls, squeezes,

"Prices at the mine mouth have dec y

since the signing of the armistice and

last vc v
been lower this ear than thev were

under government control and pro . V;
shrunk to the minimum. If the miners sue f
in fbrcing a doubling of the cot of pr JX
however, the consumers must pay the

industry itself is down to rock bottom no- -
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WHAT THE MINZRS DEMAND

The final draft of the miners' wage demands presented to the Fourth Biennial Con-

vention of the United Mine Workers of America nt Cleveland, includes $8.00 a day for
six hours; GO per cent increase on all tonnage, yardage and dead work prices; time and
a half for overtime, which would net $12.00 to the man working eight hours; abolishment
of double shift work; elimination of the automatic penalty clause, and establishment ui
weekly paydays.

The more important of their demands may be summarized as follows:

ONE.-- A GO per cent increase to be applie;.' 'e to all classifications of day labor
and to all tonnage, yardage and dead work rutts throughout the central competitive field.

TWO. All wage agreements to be based on a six-hou- r work day, from bank to
bank, five days per week.

THREE. All day labor to be paid time and a half for overtime and double time
for all work done on Sundays and legal holidays.

FOUR. That all contracts shall be declared as having automatically expired
November 1, 1919, and at that no sectional settlement shall be allowed and new contracts
must run concurrently for a period of two years in all bituminous districts under our
jurisdiction.

FIVE. That in event a satisfactory wage agreement is not secured for the central
competitive field before November 1, 1919, to replace the one now in effect, that the
international officials be authorized to and are hereby instructed to call a general strike
of all bituminous miners and mine workers throughout the United States, the same to
become effective November 1, 1919.
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